[Biomarkers in pediatric polytrauma].
Trauma represents one of the leading causes of death in children. Beside an injury pattern that differs from adult trauma patients, children seem to develop multiple organ dysfunction syndrome (MODS) less frequently. Compared to adult MODS, pediatric MODS has also been described to occur earlier in the posttraumatic course. Biomarkers for early identification of patients at high-risk for posttraumatic complications are of high clinical relevance. However, little is known from clinical studies about the relevance of biomarkers during the posttraumatic course. Therefore, the purpose of this review is to summarize current knowledge on this topic in order to investigate the prognostic significance of different parameters.